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PEDRO MONTECTARO
1550=1909

Most history books on the Philirpines tell of how the
gountry's early population was bolst red Ly the coming of
first "landed in Panay -
where they obtained possession of land not throupgh conguest
and force but through peaceful. negosiation. According to this
story, the “alayans, headed by Datu Puti, bar ered She lowe
lands of Panay from the Negriios who were headed by Marikudo,

sefitlers f»om Rorneo., These settleé
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for a golden salakot, a golden basin, and a goldnecklace. Thre
of the ten datus who came established settleuietits in the three
divisions of the island - Irong-irong, Hamtik, and Aklan -

whille the rest salléd farther north to Lﬁzon and. the other i

"islands where they also founded sebtleuent

The man who was largely responsible for populariring
this slory of the Malaran settlement of +he Philippines was
Pedro lMonteclaro y AlGantaras In 1907, he published in the
Ilongo periosical KadapigAsang Banwa the Marsrstas which nar-

~rates the coming of the Malavans and their early life in the

islands. 1In 1210, the story was published in Book forw by the
Makinaugallnp;nn.1 '

According to Monte clnro, he translated the wiork from an
ancient manuscripte ¥&uortunat91;, thezmmu:qupt ha s never
been found., fThe failurs of scholsrs to locate the original

source cf the Maragtas has led sone peoplo te doubt its authen-~

2
ticgty.“ The doubting. T ”hqmases notwithstanding, the general
public believe in the tory of Datu Futi, Datu Bumakwel, and
their companions.

. Pimes td 1917 (Manila: Uﬁlvev 1ty o
’gl;j’ n- 89,

ENcarnaclon Gonzaga, Bisayan Literature: From Pre~Spanist

prines, IS,

See Symposium on the Mara tas (Manlla-* N=tional His-
ﬁorlcal Gomm:ss on, . ;
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. Fedro MUnteclaro's claim to greatness® does not only rest
on the Marastas. He also stood out as a patriob and a laeder
of his people. :

~ 'Mhe subject of t*is blo raphy was borp in the nlorful
anchistoric town 05 lilagao, Iloilo, Or. October 15 ¢850.

-

Hig paronts were €avitan Bartoloue ﬁcnﬁeﬂ“*xq v ”aynu and Ren

(%

 hacion.les Oxbe who were both ratlves of Miagao, He had three

. ' : : x
brothers: firisco who ssrved as the Town e vice president in
1901, Jose and Sera“in, who was municipal councijor from 19035
1904 . :

. Hie primary and secondary education was chendned from the -
Miagao Farochial Schoul and the Colegio Seminaric de San Vicen
Ferrer in Jaro, respetively, FHrou 1he latter institutlon he
also received hie Bachelor or arts degr-e. At rirftthinking
of becowing a priest, he matriculated for noral and sacred
theology. Call it lave if vou mey, but he was not able to
join the rrﬂbthnod for love intervened and instead of n. 1':mg
the vow of a priest he said "I do" of the bﬁidﬁroom,x He

got married tosa cousdin, Tsabal Hahlube, in 1876,

~Juczted and belomging to the principalia Qr the loecal
elite, Dcp Pedro enjored tthe good greces of tTha franish offi-
ciuls, eSpeuially the parish uriest who at thet time hod he
final say 1n the election of the town officials, . in 1891 he
was elﬁcted tentiente mayor of Miaman and in 4892 as garitan
municipal. e performed his fanctions well s=¢ that he was °
realadted in 1294, Agter his second term he was arnninted 2s

Juez de paz *rom 1898 bo 4%&8.

1n September 1898, he- vas named by the governns 2t to
head the Volunteer Milivis (Soldados VOL&HuP“\OS) which the
gpaniurds organiaed in the Visayas., In forming the militia th
government thoughtit would make the Visayans gight against the
revolucicnarios from Tuzon and the Americans who had come as-a
offshoot of the Spanish~imoricsan War, | ' |

As captain of the Velunt wrloe, Monteclaro was imstracted'

5'“aa'ca supplied by Bienvinide Monteclaro of Miagao, throu
Felipe N, Valencia on the requeat of the author._
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to snuff out any uprising that might arise in Hiavao. He ac-

cepted the position, but as it turned out, ne did not instead

to follow his instrucitions. Thisg unwillingness to serve
Spain any Jonger was cemonsirsted on Novenber 189S waen General

'ﬁermwn Rivas of the Ejercito leerfa%or gurrcunded the town wii

- his soldiers and threztaned Fo reduce it to asbrs. -Befora

General meus could execute hiz nlaw, however, Captain Mon-
teclaro sen® him a messuge saying, '

If your purpoqe is to bring mise“y to

my peorle, you better not, We will fight

to the last drop of our bleod, 3But if wour
intention i8 to put an end to the Qpanleh
tyranny, you can enter, and let s settle
things am1cablv.

Fhus It-happensd that instead of fighting a battls,
Rivas' men ware snthusiastically welcomed by the towngfolk and
the Vqlunharzos, The two leaders (Rivas and ifonyeclzro) con-
ferred at a plaée or. La Paz Street, which is row Quezon Street
Miagao. Aften the coﬁference, Capitan Monteclaro was no longe:
2 voluntario but_a zgvoludionario. : :

In DeceMber 1598, dMontec!aro was called by Goreral Marti
Delgado to a confarence at his headquarbers in Santa “arbars.
Rpturning froa said conference, on Decerber %6, he decided

to pass M Jarc whicn hed been beseiged for several days

by the menrdf Colonel Quintin Salas and Colonel Agustin Solis.

A thousht camé to Monteclaro that he should scare the casadore:
and bpaniards in Jaro. Posting his men outside the town, he s
a message t9 the town leader to surrerder or else face arihili
tion., The Spaniards fell for his'russ. Thay left Jaro ‘and co:
centrated their forces in Iloilo. :

Shortly therearter, Captain Hontediaro joined General

' Angel Bortezs in attacking the Spaniards in Molo, Like those
of Jarc, the casadores of Molo were also forced to retreat to

Ildilo'Cinc Don Pedro's. 1mnre"sive feats in Jaro and Molo

_earned him a promotlon to the rank of coloael upon thé recom-~

mendation of Corceza.

The Ilongo rebels succeeded in liberating Iloilo from
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"cipal offieials in the impiementaticn of hisg ﬂrogrPﬂs.
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Spain. Yet hardly had they organized-the local governmens
for the c¢ity than a new enemy came - the Amerlcans. The
feeling of triumph.and exal tation was soon overcome by the
khorror of anothar war. At first Colonel Hoateclaro, like
the other Ilon7zou leaders, fought bravely against the new
adversary. By 1899, however, he realized that the Fight

was useless znd so he surrenda1ed to ¢ HMajow Vacher, QGaptain

McDonn®i, and Lieubenant Plumer of the Juited tates Army,
, .

The Americans made hinm act ag liaison oificar to medlate
between them and the Ilongos. By that time theras.were

8till rany Nia? aocweios who ®fused to subnit to Awerican sove

ereignty Monteclaro's tact and lnxl ence contribvuted imuénsely
in bringing about the submission of the remaining rebel sol-
iers in Miagao on Lpril 28, 1899,

When civil governm nt was sstablished in Iloilo in Aprll
1601, Colonel Honteclaro was unanimously c¢hosen by the people
cof Miagao as their first municival president and and he occupie

the office from 1901 t0.71903, As town executivey Le was popJ-

lar net only among his tounspeople but. also amonb nis Zad3le
fellow municipal presidents. Prom 1901 to 1902 ne was the spea]
cf the "Junta Magna de Pr951denteq“ which was +Hn forerunner of
the present minicipal Mayor Lea“ue As such, he was 1n&tru~ﬂ§
mental in giving Covernor Delgado the cooperation of the muni-

By his first wife Colonel Monteclaro had three children;
Ramon, who had been Miagao vice president; Concuelo Fonteclaro
Nobleza; and Rosario who died in chnildhood. wWith his segond
wife, Andrea Liboon, he had two mhildren: Juanito, who had been

e

nunic 1pa1 councilor, amd Flora who died while still young

The n90019 of Miagao remember Colonel Monteclaro by
naming Ghe Philipnine Constabu ATy camp in Miagao after himg
A handsome monument of himalso stands at the entnance to the

cﬂmp.
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